
December in our History 
Tidbits for December 2020 

Diane Burgess ~ 300th Historian 

Beginning this month and throughout the 300th Anniversary Year, items of historical interest will be included in                 
newsletters and our website.  We hope you enjoy reading about the church’s history. 

December I, 1720 the church voted to call the 20-year-old Rev. Daniel Newell as our first minister. Rev.                  
Newell had graduated Yale in 1718 and was ordained on October 25, 1721. He married Ruth Porter one week                   
later and they had 4 children before his untimely death in 1731. 

December 27, 1766 Rev. Moses Bartlett died at age 58. He served for 33 years as our second minister and was                     
the first physician for the East Middletown settlement then known as the Third Church of Christ of Middletown.                  
A new larger meeting house was constructed during his ministry. 

December 18, 1850 the new (present) church building was dedicated. It is the third edifice for our congregation                  
and took just one year to build. The gothic design was created by New Haven architect Henry Austin and is                    
similar in design to the First Church of Kent, CT built in 1849. This year marks the 170th year that worship has                      
occurred in this building!  

December 19, 1865 Rev. Hervey Talcott died at age 74 having served for 45 years as our fifth minister and was                     
the longest serving pastor in our history and the first to preach in our present sanctuary. 

December 1973 the first Jumbo Christmas Card was signed by members, perhaps the design of Ruth Campbell                 
who used Garfield the Cat as a frequent artistic choice. This was a way for members of the congregation to                    
send greetings to all other members and the savings of stamps and card expenses were then donated to a special                    
mission. Various artists have designed a large card for most years since and a special “mission” has been chosen                   
yearly. Approaching almost 50 years of donations, this year we hope to continue this tradition even if we are                   
not meeting for worship in person.  SEE BELOW  

In 1989 Christmas Eve Services were initiated and in 2011 a Service of Christmas Calm became a part of the                    
Advent traditions. 

Giving and Missions have always been a part of our Christmas. But in more recent decades the focus has                   
changed with the times. “White Gifts” was a tradition from the 1950’s through the 1980’s when members                 
brought gifts wrapped in white tissue paper and children presented them at the Christmas Pageant. Later they                 
were distributed at the Cromwell Children’s Home. Recently our decorated “Giving Tree” near the pulpit bore                
gift tags for local families’ needs which were then fulfilled by our willing congregation and returned with the                  
attached tag for dispersal to the assigned local families. In 2020 the method of getting a tag will be                   
accomplished online in case we cannot be present in the sanctuary, but the spirit of the project will remain the                    
same and local families will continue to enjoy your generous donations!  

 

 


