
 

                                                          

                      Prayer Shawl Ministry 

What is it?- The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a worldwide ecumenical movement of women’s              
groups, gathering to pray and knit for those in need and those celebrating life’s joys. As they                 
create shawls for others, their handiwork becomes an expression of their love and of the loving                
care of the God who works through them.  

When did it begin at our church? - Our Prayer Shawl Ministry began following our               
Women’s Retreat held in March 2005. As we gathered at Wisdom House in Litchfield, CT,               
our guest speaker, Susan Jorgenson, introduced us to this meaningful ministry. Susan is             
co-author, along with Susan Izard, of the book, Knitting into the Mystery. From that inspiring               
weekend, we decided to share our gift of knitting by creating prayer shawls for those in need. 

Who does our group consist of? - It is a group comprised of church members and friends. It                  
is open to all who enjoy knitting and fellowship. With needles clicking, we weave together not                
just garments to warm the body, but also comfort and companionship to nurture the soul. 

When and where do they meet? - The women of our Prayer Shawl Ministry plan to gather                 
on Tuesday afternoons at 2:00 p.m. at the church, but please check with the church office if                 
you plan to attend just in case the ladies have chosen an alternate knitting location or time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monthly Programs 

God’s Amazing Grace 

                                                               

  

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 

                                                                                                       Ephesians 2: 8-9 
 

 

God’s Amazing Grace  
About our Theme: 

“Grace” is a beautiful word that is essential to our faith. God’s grace is undeserved yet God                 
gives to all who ask. God’s grace is love in action. God’s grace is life altering and eternity                  
changing. God’s grace is amazing! 

God’s grace can take us places that no book or person can. It was grace that transformed Paul                 
into a preacher as he was once a murderer. It was grace that freed Mary Magdalene from the                  
evil spirits and brought her to witness Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. The list of men and                
women whose lives were transformed by God’s grace is never ending. In order to truly change,                
it takes more than will power and hard work. It takes God’s grace. Through God’s grace and                 
our faith, all things are possible. God can change how we think, live and love. 

Paul ended many of his letters with “Grace be with you.” Was it just a nice way to end a                    
letter? No, Paul knew, from experience, that he and his co-workers would need God’s grace to                
minister to those around him. So too, we not only need God’s amazing grace to carry us                 
through the dark and difficult days, but we also need it to inspire us to be like Paul as we                    
minister to others in the name of Jesus. In 1Peter 4: 10 we are encouraged to do this as we read                     
these words; “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with               
whatever gift each of you has received.” 

May God’s amazing grace be with you! 

 

 

https://www.guideposts.org/better-living/positive-living/positive-thinking/patience-gods-grace-at-work


 

SEPTEMBER 

      SAYING GRACE    
 DATE:   Monday, September 16, 2019 
 TIME:    6:00 P.M. 
 TYPE:    Potluck/Board Meeting  

Giving thanks to God for a meal has a long history, stretching all the way back to early biblical                   
times. In the book of Deuteronomy 8: 10 God said, “You shall eat your fill and bless                 
the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you.” Even Jesus engaged in such a                 
practice, as we are reminded in the Last Supper, “Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he                   
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for                    
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19  

While the word “grace” is most often tied to the definition of “unmerited divine assistance               
given to humans,” it is historically connected to “giving thanks” to God before or after a meal.                 
In a certain sense, this is not surprising as the food we eat is often given to us through no                    
effort of our own. Food is a great gift that sustains us and keeps us alive and God is the                    
ultimate creator of it all, providing everything that we eat. 

You are invited to join us as we come together to eat the delicious food you will prepare for our                    
annual potluck dinner and meeting. Bring your favorite hot dish or salad, and beverage and               
dessert will be provided. If you like, we would ask that you also bring your favorite meal time                  
grace to share. Our food can be seen as a “grace,” and so it is fitting that we call giving thanks                     
to God for it “saying grace.” Please come and share food, fellowship and grace as we give                 
thanks for our time together. 

  

OCTOBER  

GRACEFUL OUTREACH 

                                          Dress A Girl Around the World 



                                                            

          Kids Capes of Courage  

 

DATE:  Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
TIME:   7:00 p.m. 
TYPE:  Mission  

We invite everyone to this evening when we will gather to work on two very important mission                 
projects. Kids Capes of Courage was brought to the church by Jeannette Hodge and Karen               
Faass introduced us to Dress A Girl Around the World.  

Kids Capes of Courage 
This ministry was created by the women of Northampton United Methodist Church in             

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Their mission is meant to brighten the lives of children and provide               
encouragement and joy during a difficult time. They do this by providing capes to children who                
are hospitalized, in medical treatment, in foster care homes, or receiving services from agencies              
serving children.  

Dress A Girl Around the World 
Hope 4 Women International began this program in October 2009 and since then has distributed               

more than 450,000 dresses to 82 countries! By giving a girl a new dress her destiny could be                 
changed forever. A new dress gives a girl an appearance of being cared for and may discourage                 
would-be predators.  A Dress a Girl label is sewed on the outside of each dress sending the                 
message that this girl is under the care of an organization and gives her added protection from                 
those who might want to harm her. 

Please join us on this evening to learn more about these missions, to cut fabric, assemble kits,                 
sew, iron, and enjoy fellowship together. May the grace of God touch you to do God’s work                 
with your hands as we provide capes and dresses to those in need.  

  

NOVEMBER 



               

A Thanksgiving Blessing  

May an abundance of gratitude burst forth  
as you reflect upon what you have received. 

May thanksgiving overflow in your heart,  
and often be proclaimed in your prayer. 

May you gather around the table of your heart  
the ardent faithfulness, kindness, and goodness  

of each person who is true to you. 

May the harvest of your good actions  
bring forth plentiful fruit each day. 

May you discover a cache of hidden wisdom  
among the people and events  

that have brought you distress and sorrow. 

May your basket of blessings surprise you  
with its rich diversity of gifts  

and its opportunities for growth. 

May all that nourishes and resources your life  
bring you daily satisfaction and renewed hope. 

May you slow your hurried pace of life  
so you can be aware of, and enjoy,  
what you too easily take for granted. 

May you always be open, willing,  
and ready to share your blessings with others. 

May you never forget the Generous One  
who loves you lavishly and unconditionally. 

~ by Joyce Rupp from Out of the Ordinary 



December  

GOD’S GRACE AT CHRISTMAS 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
~Luke 2:14 

One of the greatest gifts that Christmas brings is the favor of God. There is another word that is                   
more familiar to most of us than “favor.” That word is grace. At Christmas, we are given the                  
two greatest gifts we could ever hope for – peace and grace. We are given peace with God,                  
because of the grace of God. 

There is nothing like knowing you are under the grace of God and that His hand and favor rests                   
on you, not because of what you have done for Him, but because of what He has done for you                    
through that little baby that was born 2,000 years ago. What those angels told us at Christmas                 
was that anybody could come to God. All you have to do is what the shepherds and wise men                   
did – accept God’s grace that comes through the Prince of Peace, whose name is Jesus. 

May your Christmas be filled with love and blessed with God’s grace. 

JANUARY  

  

DATE:   Wednesday, January 8, 2020 
TIME:    7:00 p.m. 
TYPE:    Chocolate Fest Workshop 

Are you craving something sweet? Looking for something that really satisfies? You need            
nothing else but a little bit of CHOCOLATE! What is your pleasure? Is it dark chocolate or                 
milk chocolate, candy bars or truffles? Whatever your favorite might be, when you indulge in               



its sweet mouth-watering taste and it melts on your tongue, it can’t help but warm your spirit                 
and make you feel loved and relaxed.  Therefore, your life should be filled with chocolate. 

It was Forrest Gump who said “My momma always said, “Life was like a box of chocolates.                
You never know what you're gonna get.” This is so true because our lives are filled with bitter                  
nuggets of pain, as well as, sweet morsels of joy. Some days are dark & lumpy; others are light                   
and smooth. Whatever the shape, flavor & texture of our days, and however our lives are                
packaged, we can savor the rich indulgence of God’s endless supply of grace in Christ! He              
wraps us in His love and fills us with the sweet filling of faith in our Savior. 

On this evening when we begin to prepare for our annual Chocolate Fest won’t you please grace                 
us with your presence? You will be able to choose how you would like to contribute from a                  
variety of tasks that are waiting to be done. There is always something simple to do.                
If you are craving chocolate and grace this is the place to be! 

FEBRUARY 

 



 

MARCH 

AMAZING GRACE FOR WOMEN 

 

DATE:     Saturday, March 21, 2020 
PLACE:  Guest House Retreat and Conference Center 
TYPE:     Women’s Day Retreat  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the                   
gift of God.”  Ephesians 2: 8 

The Bible explicitly says that grace is a gift from God. It is the unmerited, loving favor and                  
graciousness of our Creator. And do we have a gift for you. We will celebrate the grace of                  
friendship at a one-day retreat which you will not want to miss.  

A church retreat can provide a much-needed change of scenery, creating a space where new               
relationships are built and new ideas can be contemplated without the distractions of daily life.               
We all need that by the end of winter and so we offer you this “First Day of Spring” retreat.                    
This will be a time to enjoy the company of other women in a very relaxed atmosphere.  

What do you need to bring? Just yourself and maybe your knitting, a book to read, puzzles or                  
games, in other words, whatever you like to do in your free time. There will be no formal                  
presentation as we really look forward to having time to connect with one another. 

What is more perfect than getting together with a group of women who have amazing lives of                 
love fueled by the amazing, transforming love of God. Remember that God’s amazing grace is               
ours now and it will be ours throughout all eternity. What a difference that makes—an amazing                
difference!  Hope you can join us! 

Where will it be held? 

We have decided to return to a place we visited in 2017 and we are very excited to be doing so. 
We hope you will join us at the beautiful 

Guest House Retreat and Conference Center in Chester 



(Formerly the Inn at Chester) 

Guest House is located in the scenic Connecticut River Valley, situated on 17 acres.  Off to the 
north, one will find a large open clover field and their woods, a Certified Wildlife habitat, has 
two 15- 20 minute trail loops, perfect for an easy nature walk on the first day of  Spring. 

The inn has plenty of intimate nooks and crannies for exploring and conversation. Guests can 
converse around fireplaces, gather around the grand piano, or linger over coffee or tea in the 
encosed patio.  

DETAILS 

This day-long retreat will include a delicious luncheon buffet.  Stay tuned in to the Belfry 
Chimes for the cost per person, but contact Karen as soon as you know you can attend. 

Deadline to register is March 1, 2020! 

MAY   

 

 AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND 
DATE:   Wednesday, May 13, 2020 
 TIME:   6:00 p.m.  
 TYPE:   Potluck/WF Meeting 

“Amazing Grace” is probably the most beloved hymn of the last two centuries. The soaring               
spiritual describing profound religious elation is estimated to be performed 10 million times             
annually and has appeared on over 11,000 albums. A movie named for the song was made in                
2006 and over the years, musicians and singers from Elvis Presley and Andrea Bocelli to               
Celine Dion, Destiny's Child and Leann Rhimes have performed this quintessential song. 

Written almost two and a half centuries ago in 1772, the words for "Amazing Grace" were 
borne from the heart, mind and experiences of the Englishman John Newton. Knowing the 
story of John Newton and the journey he went through before writing the hymn will help to 
understand the depth of his words and his gratefulness for God's truly amazing grace.  The 
powerful and uplifting story about this famous hymn will be shared.  



We will also share a bountiful feast together as we invite you to please bring your favorite salad                  
or main dish for all to enjoy, beverages and dessert will be provided. Our business meeting                
will follow the meal. We do hope you will grace us with your amazing presence.  

 


